
Meeting Notes April 11, 2009 

Next meeting: April 25, 2009 
 

March 31, Rural Energy for America Program took place at Thomas College, attended by about 50 
people. 7 or 8 people who attended left email address and would like to be involve in the Mid‐Maine 
Sustainability Coalition. Names were provided to the communications and steering committees. 

April 7, 7pm. KVCAP offered a presentation, what they are doing in the area of weatherization. Their 
programs are being greatly expanded with stimulus funds. Meeting attended by Ken F., Francis R., Chris 
B., John J., Steve E., Elery K., Tom T., presentation made by David Gilpatrick. The group decided to 
supplement KVCAP’s efforts by focusing on the residential population above the income eligibility range 
for KVCAP, i.e. household above 2005 of Poverty, above $28,000 annual income. 
 
Target 200% above poverty for residential sector, Ken will seek students for research at Steering 
committee meeting on April 23, 2009. 

Engaging bankers (Dave Roy, Kennebec Savings, holds their own loans, Dick Thomas talked with 
Dave, Kennebec Federal Savings Bank, Credit Unions, John New Dimensions, Finance 
Committees should do this) 
Oil Company 
Cambridge Community Group (Dick Will contact them) 
Kendal Foundation 
One‐stop shopping package, tell them about efficiency and alternative fuel 
Students resources 
  Inventory of housing energy needs 
    LIHEAP Data 
    Oil consumption, work with an oil Company, mail letter with survey 
    Spring Brook, Downeast Energy, John Peters 
    Other 
  Preparing a consumer package 
    Wx 
    Alternative Energy 
 

 
Grants Available to State of Maine under stimulus grant from DOE: From Ken Fletcher 
Wx $42 million going through all the 10 CAA’s, both multi‐family and single family 
State Energy Program $27.2 million (A plan will be submitted to legislature, Ken will send plan to us. 
State Energy Program will be managed by Efficiency Maine. 
Energy Efficiency and Block Grants $11 million (We need to research this and have a meeting, Ken’s 
committee has not see much but should know more in a week) 
Spent over 3 years 
Alliance to Save Energy has a web site. 
Maine Energy Future Committee trying to bring things together, one entity. 
Demonstration neighborhood. 
 
Communication group should establish relations with local news papers, steering committee should 
talk with Eric Conrad, John Christie. Be in partnership with us, what is the process, to make sure this 



information is timely reported. (Should go to steering committee, john will send email to Mike and 
Steve. Colin Hickey should do an article on a Family, maybe Chris Rhoda. Should do a monthly feature, 
brief, exciting, and a place to go. Heating systems, wood, Wx, solar, etc. Have it come in small chucks.  
Bob Hussey, knows of many homes where people have done a great job. We can give the news papers 
information and contacts. Dick Thomas will call Colin. Mike Steve John should meet with Eric. 
 
Residential Energy Workshop (Multifamily and single family) (Weathization) Richard Thomas, Ken 
Fletcher, Francis Rodrigue, (This workshop needs to be well defined, audience, presenters, topics, 
motivating people to take action, how can we help package residential energy conservation) March 18, 
Francis is going to focus on multifamily. Old multifamily housing stock: Central Maine Apartment owners 
association. (Can be discussed at the KVCAP meeting on April 7. Maine Survey: 3200 homeowner survey, 
87% said they did not plan to energy audit of, 53% said did not need it, 20% did not understand the 
value, 20% said they could not afford it. Grant for infrared camera to go around town and let people 
know they may have problems/opportunities. 
Colin Hickey should do an article on a Family, maybe Chris Rhoda. 
We need a way for people to do a self assessment. 
 
Community Wind Workshop (Chris) Speakers are available, great web sites, lots of research going on, 
opportunities of collaboration, discussion with Unity Sustainability group. April 7, Chris is meeting with 
Barbara Woodlee. Pittsfield wind project has limited payback. 
 
Date open end of April first of May? Workshop open to the public: Review different business models, 
Ron Desrosiers, Mary Ann Hayes (Maine Rural Partners) Fred Snow on local ordinance for wind. 
 
Small workshop for siting issues: Paul Villeneuve at UMO & Tom Kahl has knowledge of wind resource. 
KVCOG model ordinance for with siting (Fred Snow) Check out information from Efficiency Maine Web 
site, under renewable section. Micro climate in Central Maine. Work shop for our group. AWS Truewind 
has data that allows you to choose sites. Mike Wiley, Bob Hussey, Chuck Lakin, and Chris, are focused on 
Wind. Waterville Air Port has any anemometer. 
 
Structuring community wind projects: How should it be structured? Emphasis on customer 
 
Community Wind legislation: Wind rebates, cash in excess of net metering, off site group of people. Tues 
3/10 meeting at utility committee, 100kw now, proposed to larger range 600kw+.  Carbon trust will look 
to legislature for proposed changes to legislation, allowing fuel switching.  
 
Commercial/Institution (Bruce Olsen) USDA funding could be helpful here. Some stimulus $s will 
probably available to municipalities. 
 
District Energy Gus Libby, John Joseph, Elery Keene, and Greg Brown met on April 7.  Group will met 
with Huhtamaki. Ken will seek students to assist on this project at the steering committee meeting on 
April 23, 2009. 
 
Solar: Greg Fletcher, PV teacher at KVCC, Chris will help, Richard Thomas will talk with chief engineer 
from Houle Plumbing & Heating. (Ken is on advisor committee for the KVCC) 
 
Energy Policy Workshop 
Residential Energy Conservation 



Community Wind Energy 
District Energy 
Wood Energy (Pellets) 
Solar Hot Water 
Commercial/Institutional Energy Efficiency 
Municipal Energy Conservation 
 


